


Document-Based 
Questions (DBQs) are a great 

way to expose students to primary 
sources as well as to make them think

about an event in history and respond to it. 
This unit can be used in a few ways. I project 

the full-page images on my board so that we can
discuss them, and then the students answer the
DBQ in their notebooks. I have also included the 

DBQs in printable format so that your students 
can answer on paper. I like to use DBQs to 

introduce an event or topic, but you can also use 
it as review. These spark great class discussion, 
but can easily be used for a grade, too! It is up 

to you how to make these fit your needs.
~Jivey

All images in this unit are considered 
public domain, so they are not 

copyright-protected.



Benjamin Franklin published this political cartoon in the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1754 to 
persuade colonists to join Great Britain in the fight against the French and Native Americans 
in the French and Indian War. What do you think the segmented snake symbolizes?
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After the French and Indian War, Great Britain imposed a tax on the British colonies to pay 
off debt from the war. This tax, called the Stamp Act, required colonists to pay for every 
printed paper they used. The stamp seen on this newspaper was not the official stamp. What 
do you think is the meaning of the skull and crossbones stamp on this newspaper?
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British troops arrived in 
Boston after the Townshend 
Acts were passed to help keep 
order. This enraged 
Bostonians. On March 5, 1770, 
colonists taunted the troops, 
throwing snow and rocks at 
them, spitting at them, and 
yelling at them. The soldiers 
responded by shooting into the 
crowd. Three men instantly 
died and two died later. Paul 
Revere created an engraving 
of the event, calling it The 
Bloody Massacre in King 
Street. 

The definition of massacre is: 
a brutal killing of a large 
number of helpless, unresisting 
people.

Was this truly a massacre? 
If not, why do you think Revere 
titled the engraving using the 
word, massacre?

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.01657


The Boston Tea Party was a nonviolent protest in response to the Tea Act. The Sons of 
Liberty disguised themselves as Indians and threw chests of tea into the Boston Harbor, 
ruining the tea. How do you think the British government reacted to this?
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Patrick Henry helped to convince the Virginia House of Burgesses to stand up to the British 
government with his famous words, “give me liberty, or give me death!” What do you think he 
meant by this? Explain in your own words.  
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(National Archives Identifier) 535721

Listen my children and you shall hear
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,
On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five;
Hardly a man is now alive
Who remembers that famous day and year.

He said to his friend, "If the British march
By land or sea from the town to-night,
Hang a lantern aloft in the belfry arch
Of the North Church tower as a signal light,--
One if by land, and two if by sea;
And I on the opposite shore will be,
Ready to ride and spread the alarm
Through every Middlesex village and farm,
For the country folk to be up and to arm.“
~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Explain Paul Revere’s Midnight 
Ride in your own words.

http://research.archives.gov/description/535721
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The segments of the snake 
represent a colony. A snake 
separated into parts can’t 
do any harm, and is dead. But 
a snake that is joined 
together can do harm. 
Franklin wanted the colonists 
to join together instead of 
being separated.

A skull and crossbones 
generally indicates that 
something is harmful or 
dangerous. The publisher of 
the newspaper must have 
thought the Stamp Act was 
harmful to the colonists’ well-
being.

This was not truly a 
massacre, but Revere called 
it this to make the colonists 
feel hatred toward the 
British and join in the fight 
against the taxes and British 
control.

**Some answers will vary based on opinion.

jivey



The British government was 
very angry, and actually 
imposed the Coercive Acts, 
also known as the Intolerable 
Acts. If using this as a 
preview- accept answers 
about angry British 
government and possibly 
imposing more taxes.

Patrick Henry would rather 
die than live under British rule. 
He wants freedom, and he is 
willing to die trying to get it.

On April 18, 1775, Paul Revere 
wanted to warn the colonists 
of how the British would be 
arriving in a secret attack. 
His friend would hang one 
lantern in the North Church 
tower if they came by land, 
two if they came by sea, then 
Revere would ride through the 
towns and wake up the people 
so they’d be ready to fight.

**Some answers will vary based on opinion.

jivey
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Thank you so much 
for your purchase! 

Feedback is always appreciated! 
If you find any errors, 

please email me and I’ll be happy 
to correct it quickly: ideasbyjivey@gmail.com

Follow my blog for more ideas and freebies:
www.ideasbyjivey.com
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